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This international one-stage architecture ideas competition invites all architecture 

students, young architects and young professionals with a degree in architecture 

VWXGLHV�������\HDUV�ROG��WR�GHYHORS�DQG�VXEPLW�FRPSHOOLQJ�LGHDV�IRU�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�D�

Site Dwelling located on the cliff of the bay, in the village of Salir do Porto, Portugal.

Salir do Porto�KDV�D�QXPEHU�RI�VLJQL¿FDQW�ODQGPDUNV�ZLWKLQ�D�SURPLQHQW�ODQGVFDSH��

LW�LV�D�SODFH�RI�JUHDW�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�DQG�KLVWRULFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH�ZLWK�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�

that must be fully preserved.

When generating a vision for an intervention located within such a spectacular place, 

it is essential that each proposal emphasises, respects and celebrates the site, while 

provide visitors with a unique experience.

The Site Dwelling, located on the cliff of the bay, in the village of Salir do Porto, 

aims to create a secluded destination, a place of retreat to engage with the landscape 

while providing shelter from the natural elements.  This is a place to stay and inhabit 

IRU�D�IHZ�GD\V��RIIHULQJ�YLVLWRUV�D�XQLTXH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�VHWWLQJ��YLVLWRUV�

must leave the space as they found it, empty.

Climate: Warm and mild climate with low temperature range. The annual average 

temperature of 15.6 °C. The hottest month is August with an average temperature of 

20°C and the coldest month is January with an average temperature of 11.2°C.

Latitude: 39°30’31.47” N

Longitude: 9°08’45.15” W

Altitude: 25 m 

Rainfall: Total annual precipitation averages 694 mm. The driest month is July, with 

an average of 4 mm of precipitation, and the highest rainfall is in February, with an 

average of 112 mm.

Relative Humidity: January is the most humid month and July is the least humid 

month. The annual average relative humidity is around 77%.

Winds: Predominate winds are from the northwest. On average, the most wind is 

between between January and March.

1. OVERVIEW

2. COMPETITION 

| Site Description

http://www.arkxsite.com
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| Site History Salir do Porto, Portugal

Salir do Porto is a picturesque village located on the southern side of the bay of São 

Martinho do Porto.  In the old days, Salir do Porto was one of the main seaports in 

the region and an important source of goods supply.  In recent years, Salir do Porto 

became a place of retreat for actors and writers.  The beach, a large sand dune 

with 50 meters high and over 200 meters long together with the cliffs, best known as 

‘Quebradas’, are remarkable features in this landscape. 

The bay of São Martinho do Porto is what remains of an extensive gulf that occupied 

a vast area with a major seaport in Alfeizerão.  In the late sixteenth century, with the 

gradual silting of the bay, Alfeizerão port was unable to meet its functions and Salir do 

Porto became an important seaport for the region and a center of naval construction. 

The bay has three kilometers of beach and connects to the Atlantic Ocean through 

a 250 meter wide opening between the cliffs of Sant’Ana Chapel and the lighthouse.

7KH�UHPDLQV�RI�WKH�ROG�&KDSHO�RI�6DQW¶$QD��&DSHOD�GD�6HQKRUD�GH�6DQW¶$QD���DQG�

WKH�&XVWRPV�EXLOGLQJ�DUH�D�YDOXDEOH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�6DOLU�

do Porto. 

Chapel of Sant’Ana ruins

The Chapel of Sant’Ana is located within the limits of the cliff at the bay entrance.  It 

is believed that its construction was to praise the ships that left for sea travels during 

the Age of Discoveries.  The access to the Chapel is made through dirt roads and the 

last 500 meters are made on foot. 

Customs building ruins

At the foot of the cliff are the remains of the old Customs building where ships were 

built and repaired.  It is believed that some of the ships built in this infrastructure might 

KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�3RUWXJXHVH�GLVFRYHULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�ÀDJVKLS�6W��*DEULHO�

OHG�E\�WKH�3RUWXJXHVH�QDYLJDWRU�DQG�H[SORUHU�9DVFR�GD�*DPD��RQ�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�

the sea route to India.  Located near the remains of the Customs building, there is 

an area of natural spring water with therapeutic properties which is used by visitors 

as a thermal bath. 

Lighthouse and Fort

On the top of the opposite cliff is the lighthouse�RI�6mR�0DUWLQKR�GR�3RUWR��UHPDLQV�
of what is believed to have been a small fort can also be found there.

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
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SITE DWELLING

The Site Dwelling generates a secluded destination, a place of retreat to engage 

with the landscape, cliffs and the sea.

1. Dwelling

Living / Resting           * m2

Sleeping             * m2

Cooking             * m2

Bathing            * m2

* Area to be determined by each participant’s design proposal.

2. Landscape / Exterior requirements

Seating / Look-out point          

Total area of Site Dwelling to be determined by each participant’s proposal.

Notes:

Places for living / resting, cooking and bathing can be combined or separate. The existing 

ruins may or may not be included within the Site Dwelling design proposal.

| Program

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
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SITE DWELLING

1. Dwelling

Living / Resting:
This is the main space of the dwelling and it can be in direct contact with the 
natural element/s to enhance a unique experience for living and resting within a 
unique setting.

Sleeping:
Provide one unique place for sleeping, open and/or enclosed, sheltered from the 
natural elements. A support area for storing miscellaneous items is optional.

Cooking:
Provide one unique place to prepare a simple meal within a special setting to 
enhance the cooking and eating experience indoors and / or outdoors.
A support area for storing miscellaneous items is optional.

Bathing:
Provide one unique place for bathing, open and / or enclosed to the natural 
HOHPHQWV��ZLWKLQ�D�VSHFLDO�VHWWLQJ�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�EDWKLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�
Provide a place to wash one’s hands and a place for a toilet bowl.

2. Landscape / Exterior requirements

�� Provide a seating / look-out point to rest and engage with the landscape, cliffs 
and the sea.

Notes:

The overall design of the Site Dwelling must be sensitive to the surrounding context. 

Because this is an ideas competition, urban planning and building regulations will not be 

applied to the design proposal.

All documentation such as cad drawings, site photos and videos required to develop 

the competition proposal are available at www.arkxsite.com.  Any additional 

information will not be provided during or after the registration period.  All of the 

documentation was prepared, organised and published by the ArkxSite team for 

the sole purpose of this architecture ideas competition and may not be used for any 

other purposes.

| Program Description

| Downloads

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
http://www.arkxsite.com/
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The jury members will award three prizes and seven honorable mentions. 

1st  Prize 2000 €  (Two thousand euros) 

2nd Prize 1000 €  (One thousand euros) 

3rd Prize   500 €  (Five hundred euros) 

7 Honorable Mentions 

Publication

All submissions will be published on the ArkxSite website.  All reasonable efforts will 

be made to publish and promote the winners and honorable mentions in architectural 

PDJD]LQHV�DQG�EORJV�ZRUOGZLGH��KRZHYHU��VXFK�UHVXOWV�ZLOO�UHO\�RQ�DJUHHPHQWV�PDGH�

between the publication entities and ArkxSite.

Notes: 

�� +RQRUDEOH�0HQWLRQ�FLWDWLRQV�ZLOO�QRW�LQFOXGH�D�FDVK�SUL]H�

�� This is strictly an ideas competition, an academic exercise and will not be built.  ArkxSite 

or any other organisations do not have authority or intention to award contracts for design 

services as a result of this competition.  Awarded proposals should consider their award as 

recognition of excellent work in this competition.

�� Depending on which country, award prizes might be subject to tax withholdings.

The jury members will be composed of international professional architects and will 

be announced on the ArkxSite website.

The jury members will review and evaluate all eligible competition proposals and 

will select the 3 winners and 7 Honorable Mentions. The jury members will base 

their decision on their own expertise, the work submitted by the participants and the 

information available on the competition website.

For whatever reason a jury member is unable to review and evaluate during the 

evaluation period, the jury member may be replaced by an alternate member selected 

by ArkxSite.

Evaluation criteria will be based on:

��Originality and quality of the proposal’s design vision

��Responsiveness of the proposal to the competition’s objectives

��Appropriateness to the site and its context

��Quality and clarity of the presentation

3. AWARDS

4. JURY MEMBERS

| Evaluation Process

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
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Competition opening   October 14, 2016

FAQ questions deadline   November 30, 2016 

FAQ answers posted   December 07, 2016 

Early Registration period   October 14 - December 15, 2016

Regular Registration period  December 16 - January 19, 2017

Late Registration period   January 20 - January 30, 2017

Submission Deadline   February 04, 2017

Jury Evaluation     February 24 - March 10, 2017

Competition Results   March 20, 2017

Notes:

�� )$4��IUHTXHQWO\�DVNHG�TXHVWLRQV��DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�ArkxSite�ZHEVLWH�

�� All deadlines are established @ 23:59 hrs��&XUUHQW�ORFDO�WLPH�LQ�3RUWXJDO�

Any questions related to the information found within this brief may be addressed by 

sending your questions to the email address: info@arkxsite.com or by using the 

contact form found on the ArkxSite website. 

Questions will be answered and published on the FAQ page of the website on the 

date stated in the competition schedule.  Questions related to this competition brief 

that are received after the FAQ deadline will not be addressed nor answered.

The competition is open to all architecture students (undergraduate, graduate, master, 

3K'��HWF��, young architects and young professionals with a degree in architecture 

studies ������\HDUV�ROG�.  

Each team may be composed of 1 up to 4 team members and may include 

PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\� PHPEHUV� �ODQGVFDSH� DUFKLWHFWV�� XUEDQ� GHVLJQHUV�� DUWLVWV�� HWF�� DV�

long as a single architecture student, young architect or young professional with a 

degree in architecture studies is part of the team. It is not mandatory to be a registered 

architect.

$OO�PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� WHDP�PXVW� EH� �� ��� \HDUV� ROG� RQ� WKH� GDWH� RI� WKH� VXEPLVVLRQ�

deadline.  

Jury members or those involved with the preparation and organisation of this 

competition may not participate.

5. SCHEDULE

6. FAQ

7. REGISTRATION

| Eligibility

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
mailto:info%40arkxsite.com?subject=
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All participants are required to submit the online registration form and complete a 

payment prior to the registration deadline established by the competition schedule in 

order for their competition proposal to be reviewed and evaluated.  The registration 

process can be completed in 2 simple steps:

1. Registration form

Complete and submit the registration form located on the ArkxSite website

www.arkxsite.com/registration

2. Payment

Select one of the following payment options: PayPal or by Bank transfer (see Payment 

0HWKRGV���

Registration Code: Upon submitting the online registration form and completing 

the payment, the participant should email a copy of the transaction receipt to 

submission@arkxsite.com as proof of payment. The email subject must include 

the name of the team leader.

Once both registration form and payment are completed and received by ArkxSite, 

the team leader will then receive a Registration Code by email within 48 hours 

�EXVLQHVV� GD\V�� FRQ¿UPLQJ� WKH� UHJLVWUDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FRPSHWLWLRQ�� �7KLV Registration 

Code must be included in the upper right hand corner of the submitted panel.

Early registration period  October 14 - December 15, 2016      60€  +  VAT*

Regular registration period       December 16 - January 19, 2017      75€  +  VAT*

Late registration period  January 20 - January 30, 2017           90€  +  VAT*

* $�WD[�RI������9$7�UDWH�LQ�3RUWXJDO��ZLOO�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�IHHV�OLVWHG�DERYH�

Early registration fee 60€ + 23% = 73,80€ 

Regular registration fee 75€ + 23% = 92,25€

Late registration fee 90€ + 23% = 110,70€

Notes:

�� The registration fee refers to a single competition submission with one registration code. 

�� &RPSHWLWRUV�PD\�VXEPLW�DV�PDQ\�HQWULHV�DV� WKH\�GHVLUH�� KRZHYHU��HDFK�VXEPLVVLRQ�PXVW�

have a unique registration code obtained through the registration form and payment process.

�� Teams can not change the team leader or team members after submitting the online 

registration form and completing the payment. 

| Registration Process

| Fees

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
http://www.arkxsite.com/registration/
mailto:submission%40arkxsite.com?subject=
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PayPal *

Is a secure, fast and easy method for making international online payments.  PayPal 

accepts debit cards and all major credit cards. (VISA, MasterCard, American 

([SUHVV��HWF�����8SRQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�SD\PHQW��WKH�SDUWLFLSDQW�VKRXOG�HPDLO�D�FRS\�

of the transaction receipt to submission@arkxsite.com as proof of payment. The 

email subject must include the name of the team leader.

Bank transfer *

An alternative payment method can be made by bank transfer to the account listed 

below.  Upon completing the payment, the participant should email a copy of the 

transaction receipt to submission@arkxsite.com as proof of payment. The email 

subject must include the name of the team leader.

Bank:  Banco BPI, S.A.

IBAN:  PT50 0010 0000 5168 6920 0019 5

SWIFT/BIC: BBPIPTPL

Notes:

�� Any bank fees related to the bank transfer are the sole responsibility of those who are 

UHJLVWHULQJ�IRU�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�

�� Keep in mind the registration period deadline established by the competition schedule prior 

to making the payment.

The competition submission will consist of a VLQJOH�GLJLWDO�¿OH and should comply 

with the following requirements:

File Format:

�� ������$��VL]HG�SDQHO�������FP�[������FP���/DQGVFDSH���+RUL]RQWDO�OD\RXW

��5HJLVWUDWLRQ� &RGH� PXVW� EH� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH� XSSHU� ULJKW�KDQG� FRUQHU� RI� WKH�

submitted panel

Graphic layout:

��*UDSKLF�OD\RXW�LQFOXGHV�text, drawings and renderings to be determined by each 

WHDP��KRZHYHU��WKH�program areas�VKRXOG�EH�FOHDUO\�LGHQWL¿HG�RQ�WKH�SDQHO�

)LOH�W\SH���VL]H���name:

��JPG �5*%� &RORU�� with 5 Megabytes� �PD[LPXP��� 5HFRPPHQGHG� 300 dpi  

resolution.  7KH�-3*�¿OH�PD\�EH�FRPSUHVVHG�WR�D�=,3�RU�5$5�¿OH�IRUPDW.

��File name should only include the Registration Code.  

For example: SD00000.jpg

| Payment Methods

8. SUBMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
mailto:submission%40arkxsite.com?subject=
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The competition panel must be submitted only once�XVLQJ�WKH�RQOLQH�¿OH�WUDQVIHUULQJ�

platform WeTransfer.com as a single ¿OH �-3*�¿OH�PD\�EH�FRPSUHVVHG�WR�D�=,3�RU�

5$5� ¿OH� IRUPDW� and addressed to submission@arkxsite.com.  Any submission 

made by other methods will not be downloaded. 

The competition panel should be sent prior to the deadline established on the 

competition schedule.  Competitors are responsible for the arrival of their proposals 

ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�GHDGOLQH�� WKHUHIRUH�� WLPH�VKRXOG�EH�DOORZHG�IRU�XSORDGLQJ�

WKH� ¿OHV� YLD wetransfer.com.  No proposal will be evaluated if received after the 

submission deadline.

7KH�RI¿FLDO�ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�LV�English.

This is an international, anonymous, single-stage design competition open to 

all architecture students, young architects, young professionals with a degree in 

architecture studies ��� ��� \HDUV� ROG� and multidisciplinary teams composed of 

landscape architects, urban designers, artists, etc. All members of the team must 

EH������\HDUV�ROG� �UHIHU� WR�(OLJLELOLW\��� �$OO� FRPSHWLWLRQ�VXEPLVVLRQV�DUH� WR� UHPDLQ�

DQRQ\PRXV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� FRPSHWLWLRQ� SKDVH� DQG� ZLOO� RQO\� EH� LGHQWL¿HG� XVLQJ� D�

unique registration code assigned by ArkxSite during the registration process, (refer 

WR�WKH�VXEPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV����1R�HQWU\�ZLOO�EH�UHYLHZHG�RU�HYDOXDWHG�WKDW�FRQWDLQV�

any mark, logo or other indication of the identity of the team members located on 

WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�SDQHO���7KH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH���ZLQQHUV�DQG���KRQRUDEOH�PHQWLRQ�

awarded competition panels will only be revealed after the jury evaluation phase and 

at the time the competition results are published on the ArkxSite website.

Under no circumstances will the early, regular and late registration fees be refunded.  

The registration fees can only be applied to this competition and can not be transferred 

to a future competition under any circumstances.

Full ownership and copyrights of all submissions in connection to this competition 

DUH� UHWDLQHG� E\� WKH� DXWKRU� RI� WKH� ZRUN�� KRZHYHU�� $UN[6LWH� UHWDLQV� WKH� ULJKWV� WR�

SXEOLVK��SULQWHG�RU�RQOLQH��DQG�SURPRWH�WKH�VXEPLWWHG�PDWHULDO�DW�WKHLU�RZQ�GLVFUHWLRQ�

regarding formats, sizes and composition layouts.  All submissions will subsequently 

become part of the ArkxSite’s digital archive. 

If any participant wishes to publish, exhibit or promote their competition submission 

on any website, publications or social media, they are granted the rights to do so, as 

long as the title of this competition together with ArkxSite are properly referenced and 

credited as the competition organiser.

| Online Submission

| Submission Deadline

9. RULES

| Language

| Anonymity

| Refunds

| Ownership and Copyrights
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$OO�DZDUGHG�WHDPV�ZLOO�EH�QRWL¿HG�E\�HPDLO���

&RPSHWLWLRQ�VXEPLVVLRQV�ZLOO�EH�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�GLVTXDOL¿HG�LI�

��any attempt of any form of communication regarding this competition is made with 

the jury members or those involved with the preparation and organisation of this 

competition��

��any competition submission is received after the deadline as stated on the 

FRPSHWLWLRQ�VFKHGXOH�

�� DQ\�FRPSHWLWLRQ�VXEPLVVLRQ�SDQHO�LQFOXGHV�DQ\�ODQJXDJH�RWKHU�WKDQ�(QJOLVK�

��any competition submission contains any mark, logo or other indication of the 

LGHQWLW\�WKH�DXWKRU�V�

��any competition submission does not abide by the online submission requirements 

and rules as stated in this competition brief.

��By submitting a proposal for this competition, each team member agrees and 

accepts the requirements, rules and conditions as listed in this competition brief, as 

ZHOO�DV�¿QDO�GHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�MXU\�

��ArkxSite reserves the right to cancel or suspend or alter the competition brief and 

schedule at any time during the competition, if deemed necessary in its opinion, 

and if circumstances arise outside of its control.  Any such changes will be made 

public on the website�

�� This is strictly an ideas competition, an academic exercise and will not be built.  

ArkxSite or any other organisations do not have authority or intention to award 

contracts for design services as a result of this competition.  Awarded proposals 

VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�WKHLU�DZDUG�DV�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�H[FHOOHQW�ZRUN�LQ�WKLV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�

�� $ZDUGHG�FRPSHWLLWRQ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�PD\�EH�DVNHG�IRU�SURRI�RI�WKHLU�HOLJLELOLW\�

��Urban planning and building regulations will not be applied to the design proposal. 

The competition is organized by ArkxSite as an academic exercise to promote 

GHEDWH�DQG�UHÀHFWLRQ��HQFRXUDJLQJ�QHZ�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�LQQRYDWLYH�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�

LQWHUYHQWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WHUULWRU\�

��The jury members reserve the right to award any competition submission that 

UHLQWHUSUHWV�WKH�SDUDPHWHUV�RI�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ¶V�REMHFWLYHV��ZKHQ�LW� LV� MXVWL¿HG�E\�

WKH�RULJLQDOLW\�DQG�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�SURSRVDO¶V�GHVLJQ�

��Participants shall have no claim nor legal action against ArkxSite in respect to this 

competition or any alteration made to this competition brief or the documentation 

such as cad drawings, site photos and site videos that were provided to develop 

the competition proposal.

_�$ZDUG�QRWL¿FDWLRQ

_�'LVTXDOL¿FDWLRQ

| Conditions

http://www.arkxsite.com
http://www.arkxsite.com/
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10. CONTACT For general questions please contact us at the email address: info@arkxsite.com 

RU�¿OO�RXW�WKH�FRQWDFW�IRUP�RQ�WKH�ZHEVLWH���$Q\�TXHVWLRQ�UHODWHG�WR�WKLV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�

EULHI�VKRXOG�EH�HPDLOHG�SULRU�WR�WKH�)$4�GHDGOLQH���VHH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�VFKHGXOH����$Q\�

questions regarding the registration process and/or payment methods can be made 

until the Registration Deadline.

If interested, you may also sign up to our newsletter mailing list via email for the latest 

news and updates of all future competitions, sign up at the bottom of the website.  

On behalf of the ArkxSite team, we welcome you and wish all the participating 

architecture students and young architects the very best of luck in the competition.

The ArkxSite Team

All rights reserved, © 2016

No part of this competition brief may be reproduced in any form, by print, photocopy, 

or any other means, without the written permission of ArkxSite, Lda.

http://www.arkxsite.com
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mailto:info%40arkxsite.com?subject=
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